
The State Fair Special Foods Committee is pleased to announce a sizzling incentive for the 2026

State Fair Special Foods Contest! Thanks to the support of the South Dakota Beef Industry

Council, every 4-H member who enters the State Fair Special Foods Contest with a beef recipe

during the South Dakota State Fair, September 3–5, 2026, will receive a $50 award. No matter the

ribbon placing, participants who choose to cook with beef are eligible—simply create a delicious

beef dish and earn the reward!



State 4-H Ambassador Applications are now open until August 1st. The online application process

can be found here https://extension.sdstate.edu/become-state-4-h-ambassador.

Are you a SD 4-H member 14-18 or have one in your household that wants to continue to grow 4-H

for the future and build their leadership and social skills? The State 4-H Ambassador program is

accepting applications online at https://extension.sdstate.edu/become-state-4-h-ambassador. The

deadline to apply is August 1st with interviews being conducted during the State Fair.

SDSU Extension will host a Home Harvest Workshop on July 17 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in the

Meat Lab and room 129 of the SDSU Animal Science Complex (1097 N Campus Dr, Brookings, SD

57007).

The Home Harvest Workshop is intended to provide individuals who harvest their own animals

either through harvesting livestock or hunting with the knowledge to do so safely while preserving

meat quality. This workshop is open to youth and adults. Youth MUST be accompanied by a parent

or guardian for the duration of the program. Material will be presented with a minimum middle

school level of understanding.

https://extension.sdstate.edu/become-state-4-h-ambassador
https://extension.sdstate.edu/become-state-4-h-ambassador


The program will cover humane harvest practices, sanitary carcass and meat handling, a beef

fabrication demonstration, recommendation of tools and equipment to have on hand, and other

topics. This program is not intended to be an in-depth instruction for how to harvest.

Registration is required by July and can be completed by visiting:

https://extension.sdstate.edu/event/home-harvest-workshop. For more information please contact

Christina Bakker, Assistant Professor and SDSU Extension Meat Science Specialist.

The South Dakota Youth Beef Summit is a program for youth ages 12-21 interested in learning

more about the beef industry. This event will take place on July 14 from 8:30 am-5:00 pm MT at the

Cottonwood Field Station, located approximately 19 miles east of Wall along U.S. Highway 14 at

23758 Fairview Road, Philip, SD 57567.

Topics covered will include grazing, reproduction, nutrition, and more. The event is free to attend

but registration is required. To register please visit: https://extension.sdstate.edu/event/south-

dakota-youth-beef-summit. For more information please contact Christina Bakker, Assistant

Professor and SDSU Extension Meat Science Specialist.

The 10 Exhibit Challenge form has been updated on the Clay County website

https://www.claycountysd.org/extensionoffice4h.cfm and can be accessed directly below as well.

2026 10 Exhibit Challenge.pdf Download

738.2 KBinsert_drive_filePDF

State Horse Show registration is now open! The registration deadline for the State 4-H Horse

Show is July 1, 2026 at 11:59 p.m. CT.

NO LATE ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED.

Families must register on Fair Entry.

State Horse Show Registration link: https://www.fairentry.com/Fair/SignIn/23486

By entering in the State 4-H Horse Show, you confirm that you understand and agree to the

following:

Stalls must be reserved and paid for online,

You understand stall prices increase after July 1, 2026

You agree to clean your stall(s) and dispose of waste in the pits (not in the aisle)

You agree not to wash your horses at the hydrants and will use the wash racks instead.

https://extension.sdstate.edu/event/home-harvest-workshop
https://extension.sdstate.edu/event/south-dakota-youth-beef-summit
https://extension.sdstate.edu/event/south-dakota-youth-beef-summit
https://www.claycountysd.org/extensionoffice4h.cfm
https://secure.smore.com/app/attachments/download/6a28396a01d17a60c1d0a2da
https://www.fairentry.com/Fair/SignIn/23486


Stalling: Stalls for this year’s State Horse Show must be reserved and paid for online before the

event at www.etix.com/ticket/o/4564/SDStateFair (also in the contestant packet). To help us plan

for the event and ensure everyone has the accommodations they need, we encourage you to

reserve your stalls and purchase shavings as early as possible. The shavings sales link will close

one week before the event starts and all stall prices will be increased at that time to include a bag

of shavings. Stalls purchased before that day (July 6) will not include shavings and must be

brought in or purchased through the site for delivery to your stall prior to arrival.

A reminder regarding trailer parking:

All trailers parked on the grounds are required to pay the trailer parking fee regardless of trailer

type, whether hookups are used, or whether you are staying overnight or simply day parking. This

policy applies to all trailers on the grounds outside of our designated free parking areas.

For those looking to avoid the trailer parking fee, the following free parking options are available:

Gravel Lot North of the DEX – Free day trailer parking (must leave grounds nightly)

Lot F – Free overnight parking and dry camping

Carnival Mat – Free overnight parking and dry camping

Please visit - www.sdstatefair.com/tickets to purchase your items.

https://www.etix.com/ticket/o/4564/SDStateFair
https://www.sdstatefair.com/tickets


Interested 4-H'ers are encouraged to participate in the SESD Horse Buckle Series.

This competition consists of 5 youth horse judging clinics where the top five overall winners in

each age division at the end of the series will win prizes and the overall winners will receive a belt

buckle. Youth will need to participate in 3/5 contests to be eligible for the buckle.

May 23- Eric’s Equestrian Center, Mt. Vernon, SD

May 27- Bon Homme Co., 7N Arena, Springfield, SD

June 11- Union Co., Elk Point, SD

June 16- Clover Classic, Brookings, SD

July 2- Hutchinson Co., Adams/Martinez Arena, Ethan, SD

Watch for more information to be posted on the SESD Horse Buckle Series Facebook page about

each individual contest in the future! Reach out to Jennifer Martinez with any questions. (605)661-

3910

*This event is not a sponsored SDSU Extension or SD 4-H sponsored event. We are sharing

because there may be value to some of the youth in SD 4-H.

Babysitting Class

Registration is required by calling (605)422-2366



State Fair Book 2026 is online!

https://extension.sdstate.edu/state-fair-book

Updated Special Foods Contest information for 2026!!

https://extension.sdstate.edu/4-h-special-foods-contest

Updated 4-H STEM Challenge 2026

https://extension.sdstate.edu/4-h-stem-challenge

Family & Consumer Sciences Skill-a-thon Resources

https://extension.sdstate.edu/4-h-family-and-consumer-sciences-

skill-thon

Dog Show Resources Now Available Online

https://extension.sdstate.edu/state-dog-show

The State Dog Show website has been updated with new score sheets, an updated project guide

and updated skill-a-thon study guide. The Obedience section of the 4-H Dog Project Guide has been

updated this year. All of the score sheets for obedience have also been updated. Please discard

any old score sheets and use these. The Dog Skill-a-Thon Study Guide has also been updated with

new areas to study. Go to https://extension.sdstate.edu/state-dog-show to access the updated

information. The dog contestant packet will be posted soon.

Please note that the deadline to upload dog information in 4-H Online is June 1. Registration in

FairEntry for either of the regional dog shows is Aug. 1. The Eastern Regional Championship is

https://extension.sdstate.edu/state-fair-book
https://extension.sdstate.edu/4-h-special-foods-contest
https://extension.sdstate.edu/4-h-stem-challenge
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Aug. 16 in Mitchell, and the Western Regional Championship is Aug. 29 in Rapid City. The regional

dog shows do not require a county qualifying event.

IMPORTANT: There is a new late deadline policy for state-level events. This new policy is that

there will be NO EXCEPTIONS for the deadlines listed in the document.

THe office will be doing our best to keep everone aware of upcoming Dates and Deadlines as time

goes by. Below you can find the official document outlining the deadline policy.

https://extension.sdstate.edu/sites/default/files/2026-02/MC-04126.pdf

SD 4-H Late Policies.pdf Download

216.7 KBinsert_drive_filePDF

If youth are unable to attend either camp, private appointments can be set up. To schedule please

email mytimelessday@gmail.com or call (402)518-0220

https://extension.sdstate.edu/sites/default/files/2026-02/MC-04126.pdf
https://secure.smore.com/app/attachments/download/69a71bf07d471bdcbf553f5e


The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural

income-producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups.

Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient

income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational

experience. The maximum loan amount is $10,000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,

American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident

alien

Be 10 years to 20 years of age

Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements

Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined

above

Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance and

assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the youth loan

applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.

For help preparing the application forms, contact your local County USDA Service Center or

visit fsa.usda.gov

Everything Friday Message

The State 4-H Office sends out an Everything Friday Message that is

sent out every week.

If you are interested in signing up to this Listserv, please send them

this link:

https://sdstateoira.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9STL1XLiYOpm

lPE

June

June 1 - Deadline to have YHL completed

June 1 - Deadline to have DNA envelopes to the office

June 1 - Deadline to have animals FULLY entered in 4-H Online

June 15-16 - Clover Classic - SDSU Brookings

June 15 - Deadline to be signed up for the County Horse Show

June 17 - Come Create Day - please register!

June 23 - 10am-2pm - Family & Consumer Science Skill-A-Thon

https://fsa.usda.gov/
https://sdstateoira.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9STL1XLiYOpmlPE
https://sdstateoira.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9STL1XLiYOpmlPE


June 24 - 1-6pm - Desserts due to the Office for TdN Fundraister Meal

June 25 - 4:30-7:30pm - Tour de nebraska Fundraiser Meal - Please sign up to Volunteer!

June 25 - 8:30-noon - Babysitting Class

June 30 - Clay/Union/Yankton County Horse Show

July

July 1 - Deadline to have YLL completed

July 1 - Deadline to register for State Horse Show

July 8 - Lennox Special Foods

July 9 - Fashion Revue

July 13-15 - State Horse Show

July 16 - Deadline to Register for the County Dog Show

July 21 - County Dog Show

August

August 1 - Deadline to register for State Fair!

August 1 - Deadline to Register for our county's Best of the West Qualifying Show

August 2 - Deadline to register for the Clay County Fair

August 8 - Clay County Best of the West Qualifying Show

August 12-15 - Clay County Fair and Achievement Days!!

Clay County 4-H Extension Office

Office Hours Monday through Friday 8-5 (closed over noon hour)

-Laurie Fritsch

4-H Educator

-Rali Sykes

4-H Administrative Assistant

Email: clay.county@sdstate.edu

Website: https://www.claycountysd.org/extensionoffice4h.cfm

Location: 515 High Street, Vermillion, SD, USA

Phone: 605-677-7111

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/share/g/19jWQKEPVq/

Rali Sykes
Rali is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters

mailto:clay.county@sdstate.edu
https://www.claycountysd.org/extensionoffice4h.cfm
https://maps.google.com/?q=515+High+St,+Vermillion,+SD+57069,+USA&ftid=0x878e4f917959832d:0xd2f556a7de5a547f
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https://www.facebook.com/share/g/19jWQKEPVq/

