
This is the last YHL and YLL opportunity planned in Clay County, at this time. If this does not fit

your schedule and your youth have not already attended a YLL or YHL event and plan to show

Livestock or Horses they will have to find an event outside of Clay Coutny to attend BEFORE May

31st



Graduation Ropes are available for pick up at the Office for our 4-H Members graduating in May.

Congratulations!!

FRUIT -- "Fantastic Fruit Fun!"

Get ready for a sweet month in 4-H Flavorful—our theme is FRUIT!

Kids learn creative ways to slice, blend, mix, and munch colorful fruits. Smoothies, fruit pizzas, fruit

salads—yum!

Parents love Fruit Month because kids learn:

To choose fruit instead of sugary snacks

How vitamins help our bodies stay healthy

That cooking together is fun AND easy

A perfect theme for picky eaters and adventurous taste-testers!

Find fruity recipes here: https://extension.sdstate.edu/4-h-flavorful

We want to hear from you! Scan the QR code after you complete your project.

https://extension.sdstate.edu/4-h-flavorful


4-H Camp @ Storm Mountain (ages 8-12) June 14-17

https://extension.sdstate.edu/event/4-h-camp-storm-mountain

Teen Wilderness @ Storm Mountain (ages 13-18) May 31-June 3

https://extension.sdstate.edu/event/4-h-teen-wilderness-camp-storm-mountain

Lake Poinsett (ages 8-12) June 7-10 and Going Beyand (ages 12-14) June10-12 camp registration

will be ready soon

https://extension.sdstate.edu/4-h-camps

Time to Plan for 4-H Camp!

State 4-H Leaders offer a $50 scholarship to assist with the cost of 4-H Camp.

https://extension.sdstate.edu/event/4-h-camp-storm-mountain
https://extension.sdstate.edu/event/4-h-teen-wilderness-camp-storm-mountain
https://extension.sdstate.edu/4-h-camps


Application Available Here

State Fair Book 2026 is online!

https://extension.sdstate.edu/state-fair-book

Updated Special Foods Contest information for 2026!!

https://extension.sdstate.edu/4-h-special-foods-contest

Updated 4-H STEM Challenge 2026

https://extension.sdstate.edu/4-h-stem-challenge

Family & Consumer Sciences Skill-a-thon Resources

https://extension.sdstate.edu/4-h-family-and-consumer-sciences-

skill-thon

Dog Show Resources Now Available Online

https://extension.sdstate.edu/state-dog-show

The State Dog Show website has been updated with new score sheets, an updated project guide

and updated skill-a-thon study guide. The Obedience section of the 4-H Dog Project Guide has been

updated this year. All of the score sheets for obedience have also been updated. Please discard

any old score sheets and use these. The Dog Skill-a-Thon Study Guide has also been updated with

new areas to study. Go to https://extension.sdstate.edu/state-dog-show to access the updated

information. The dog contestant packet will be posted soon.

Please note that the deadline to upload dog information in 4-H Online is June 1. Registration in

FairEntry for either of the regional dog shows is Aug. 1. The Eastern Regional Championship is

Aug. 16 in Mitchell, and the Western Regional Championship is Aug. 29 in Rapid City. The regional

dog shows do not require a county qualifying event.

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsd4hleaders.users.santel.net%2Fdoc%2FApp-CampFeeAssistance.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CClay.County%40sdstate.edu%7Cd194ad7cb72044a7072e08de9abe7777%7C1bbefbe9cb9e4a62bd10a2a60b1a28c5%7C0%7C0%7C639118340076807285%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BCVhVyGnN0Ekddc8L4ujvokMEJ6osagIJh%2BuJf1Coa8%3D&reserved=0
https://extension.sdstate.edu/state-fair-book
https://extension.sdstate.edu/4-h-special-foods-contest
https://extension.sdstate.edu/4-h-stem-challenge
https://extension.sdstate.edu/4-h-family-and-consumer-sciences-skill-thon
https://extension.sdstate.edu/4-h-family-and-consumer-sciences-skill-thon
https://extension.sdstate.edu/state-dog-show?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExUG9pUDgzZHp3ckpmbUYxb3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7_pEa2DKF9ye1WG-RZVVJfgeRSjbxcdRJDZljo4iPQ4oerGTMwBJGZ6Wi6QQ_aem_dfZ5slydcnlcDvsGw3rjXA
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fl.facebook.com%2Fl.php%3Fu%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fextension.sdstate.edu%252Fstate-dog-show%253Ffbclid%253DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExUG9pUDgzZHp3ckpmbUYxb3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR51WuHwzFJptJj9s17ZpHpxc2Ze2RnhdS2oCqekp-9VDXu8NTp-U9vd745Rcg_aem_6B1XiLCARah7LD10EcjOcg%26h%3DAT70mdYo4pjjU0Dike8Gcw4RjKnYaOnxYK2fZLCYNNs_PrdKaNDW4zj2E_R6yMCwC6zlD__PkC-22kiY2v5oGOHfE82_W86XzTfJik337TQb_Bidyfu70pSJOL7CF9-vIj1Dyk6R18cdiQ%26__tn__%3D-UK-R%26c%255b0%255d%3DAT4c86woa_SD_3ikrIoBpYpZ-T6gLkn1ZobkB_3KYJW0YDlgRmD85F8SHybmCn1TD4a2Llpmk1wRV1YjFL7rvjvzXHNSNy41SCwzEQrZLPrKFn-b8QknR4xcQj7CvCvZHVO9sgCbeoHL0UGAxHpJ45CJcGML9pLMazCQOF9viCUkH49dmn9SDjdQR-dFvec&data=05%7C02%7CClay.County%40sdstate.edu%7Cd194ad7cb72044a7072e08de9abe7777%7C1bbefbe9cb9e4a62bd10a2a60b1a28c5%7C0%7C0%7C639118340076781168%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8fkIdSsBkDhrvQCPorBo6fifWgsgDL0mA4En4CD%2BeI8%3D&reserved=0


IMPORTANT: There is a new late deadline policy for state-level events. This new policy is that

there will be NO EXCEPTIONS for the deadlines listed in the document.

THe office will be doing our best to keep everone aware of upcoming Dates and Deadlines as time

goes by. Below you can find the official document outlining the deadline policy.

https://extension.sdstate.edu/sites/default/files/2026-02/MC-04126.pdf

SD 4-H Late Policies.pdf Download

216.7 KBinsert_drive_filePDF

https://extension.sdstate.edu/sites/default/files/2026-02/MC-04126.pdf
https://secure.smore.com/app/attachments/download/69a71bf07d471bdcbf553f5e


Titan Machinery along with SDSU will be hosting a Diesel camp for interested high school students

this summer July 15-16th at Raven Precision Ag on the SDSU Campus. Students will meet and

learn from industry professionals and collaborate and connect with other campers during this

unique summer experience. If interested, please visit https://www.titanmachinery.com/titan-

careers/student-programs/student-camps for more information.

https://www.titanmachinery.com/titan-careers/student-programs/student-camps
https://www.titanmachinery.com/titan-careers/student-programs/student-camps


In December, a committee was formed to address the decreasing involvement in particular Youth

in Action state-wide contests. After carefully considering different options, the Clover Classic

Committee is excited to announce the 2026 Clover Classic which will take place Monday, June 15

- Tuesday, June 16 in Brookings, South Dakota.

This event will host the national qualifying contests for livestock judging and livestock Skill-A-

Thon and will also host a wide array of Youth in Action contests for 4-H’ers from across the state.

Please see the TENTATIVE schedule below for information about how the event will be structured.

Schedule and events offered may be subject to change. As the planning for the Clover Classic

continues, be on the lookout for a contestant packet, volunteer needs, registration information and

other announcements in the coming months.



If youth are unable to attend either camp, private appointments can be set up. To schedule please

email mytimelessday@gmail.com or call (402)518-0220

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural

income-producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups.

Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient

income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational

experience. The maximum loan amount is $10,000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,

American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident

alien

Be 10 years to 20 years of age

Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements

Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined

above

Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance and

assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the youth loan

applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.

For help preparing the application forms, contact your local County USDA Service Center or



visit fsa.usda.gov

The 4‑H Youth in Action (YIA) program celebrates young people who are creating real change in

their communities. This national program amplifies the stories and leadership of 4‑H youth,

showcasing how 4‑H has shaped their lives and equipped them to impact others.

Four Award Winners will receive a(n):

$5,000 scholarship for higher education, paid directly to the institution, including two‑year and

four‑year colleges, trade schools, or other advanced learning opportunities.

Year of professional and media development, training, networking, and national opportunities

to serve as a spokesperson and thought leader.

All expenses paid trips for each award winner and a chaperone to attend national events.

Official reference letter from a National 4‑H Council leader for educational or career purposes.

If you know a young person whose work deserves recognition, encourage them to apply today and

share their story with a national audience!

Apply Today

It may be past the "prime" time to join or re-enroll, but 4-H is open

to anyone at any time!

Use the link to sign in 4-H Online

(https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in) for the 2025/2026 4-H

Year!

Everything Friday Message

The State 4-H Office sends out an Everything Friday Message that is

sent out every week.

If you are interested in signing up to this Listserv, please send them

this link:

https://fsa.usda.gov/
https://4-h.org/programs/4-h-youth-in-action-program/?utm_term=General_1052026&utm_date=1052026&utm_campaign=YIA26&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--oRUNY2JeVWru1EAoHveqSablAR0XP1giEL5LbOXw7ASZUi28gBWub14S8dvSTtrexWsgPy1KlRoVSVp8OMATB8NRqXMhPpiiiJLSn2GtD66Wgv6A&_hsmi=396942680&utm_content=homepage&utm_source=HubSpot
https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in
https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in


https://sdstateoira.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9STL1XLiYOpmlPE

April

April 1 - Due date for Clay County Youth Trust Fund Scholarships

April 1 - Deadline for Rodeo Contestant Entry Forms

April 6 - Beef YLL in Alcester

April 6 - State 4-H Scholarship Applications Due

April 9 - Poultry YLL at Runnings 6pm

April 12 - Equine Safety and Nutrition Seminar at the 4-H Center 5pm

April 18 - Trailer Safety YLL/YHL 1pm

May

May 27 - Public Presentations

May 31 - 4-H Online Enrollment Deadline to Participate in State Fair Events

June

June 1 - Deadline to have DNA envelopes to the office

June 1 - Deadline to have animals FULLY entered in 4-H Online

June 11-14 - Carnival at our Clay County Fairgrounds!

June 15-16 - Clover Classic - SDSU Brookings

June 30 - Clay/Union/Yankton County Horse Show

July

July 8 - Lennox Special Foods

July 13-15 - State Horse Show

July 21 - County Dog Show

August

August 12-15 - Clay County Fair and Achievement Days

Clay County 4-H Extension Office

Office Hours Monday through Friday 8-5 (closed over noon hour)

-Laurie Fritsch

4-H Educator

-Rali Sykes

4-H Administrative Assistant

Email: clay.county@sdstate.edu

Website: https://www.claycountysd.org/extensionoffice4h.cfm

Location: 515 High Street, Vermillion, SD, USA

https://sdstateoira.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9STL1XLiYOpmlPE
mailto:clay.county@sdstate.edu
https://www.claycountysd.org/extensionoffice4h.cfm
https://maps.google.com/?q=515+High+St,+Vermillion,+SD+57069,+USA&ftid=0x878e4f917959832d:0xd2f556a7de5a547f
mailto:clay.county@sdstate.edu
https://www.claycountysd.org/extensionoffice4h.cfm
https://maps.google.com/?q=515+High+St,+Vermillion,+SD+57069,+USA&ftid=0x878e4f917959832d:0xd2f556a7de5a547f


Phone: 605-677-7111

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/share/g/19jWQKEPVq/

Rali Sykes
Rali is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters

tel:605-677-7111
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/19jWQKEPVq/

